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such a conviction is fatal to the unconditional import-
ance of goodness and truth. Nor could I, were I
abandoned for life on a desert island, believe my
moral conduct to be of unconditional importance
were death to be altogether the end of me, and were
I not implicitly convinced that my spiritual action in
some way abides for ever. The " absoluteness " of the
claims of Conscience may be explained away, but, while
it stands, the belief in eternal life stands along with if.

It may be said that, as the artistic life is its own
reward, so, too, the ethical, and that therefore, apart
from belief in immortality, Robinson Crusoe had good
reason to obey the moral law. But this is really a
veiled " prudentialism " or " utilism," in that it makes
the pleasure or happiness which is inherent in con-
scientiousness to be a motive for conscientiousness.
It is as when a child takes physic willingly on account
of its pleasant taste, and does not need to be coaxed
by a promised lump of sugar; in neither case is the
medicine taken on rational grounds, but simply as a
means to pleasure. " Virtue its own reward" is as
mercantile a principle as " Honesty is the best policy/'
unless it means, as it often does, "Virtue, irrespective
of reward." The artistic life is vitiated by the pursuit
of pleasure, just as much as the ethical. He who
makes pleasure the motive has fallen from art. The
aesthetic " ought" matters absolutely, and matters
eternally.

As popularly imagined, the belief in bodily resurrec-
tion or reincorporation is largely dictated and shaped
by the animal desire of self-preservation, and of
continuing, in an improved and idealised form, our
present mode of existence. As such, it may be dis-